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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

  
      Date: November 30, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 243 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death on November 30  

• Nepal stops issuing on-arrival visa to people arriving from African nations with the detection of Omicron variant of 
COVID-19; Tribhuvan International Airport Office and districts bordering India directed on same lines, while samples 
testing positive in Antigen Test need to be sent to Nepal Public Health Laboratory for gene sequencing  

• Doctor who raised alarm over Omicron variant of COVID-19 has said it had only shown mild symptoms;  
though the variant has raised questions over the efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines, Dr Sher Bahadur Pun has said  
efficacy can be questioned only if Omicron variant brings on critical situations in countries that have administered 
complete dose of the vaccines  

• World Health Organization conducting studies, investigations on how infectious the Omicron variant of COVID-19 is, 
official statement will be made after this, according to Dr Rajesh Sambhajirao Pandav, Representative of WHO-Nepal; 
the UN body has appealed to member nations to make necessary preparations to keep the spread of Omicron variant of 
COVID-19 in check as it poses a high risk globally   

• Nepal does not appear to be fully prepared to deal with the challenge posed by the Omicron variant due to the tussle 
between political leadership and bureaucracy  

• Nepali caregivers going to Israel must be inoculated with the third (booster) dose of COVID-19 vaccine 
 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 243 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 821,121, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,524 with one fatality on November 30. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, the fatality 
rate at 1.4 per cent, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 6,944.2 

As the risk of spread of the Omicron grows, the government on November 28 decided to restrict entry to people from African 
countries. The Ministry of Home Affairs has directed the Department of Immigration, Tribhuvan International Airport office and 
administration offices of districts bordering India not to issue visas on arrival to people coming from African countries. Doctors 
say the idea of restricting only those from African countries to lessen the risk of infection is not convincing as anyone from 
anywhere can bring the virus.3 

The government has stopped giving on-arrival visas to the African countries as a stringent measure it introduced keeping in 
mind the finding of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 in South Africa. In the case of people from other countries travelling 
through Africa before arriving in Nepal, they need to stay in mandatory quarantine upon their arrival.4 

The help desks at the Tribhuvan International Airport and at border checkpoints in areas sharing the border with India have 
increased surveillance to find out whether the people coming from foreign nations are infected with the Omicron variant or not, 
according to Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population. Likewise, people coming 
from abroad are being kept in quarantine while the symptoms they have been showing are also being monitored, he informed.5 

The Department of Health Services has instructed that the samples of the Antigen Tests done at the Tribhuvan International 
Airport and border checkpoints be sent to the National Public Health Laboratory if their results come out positive. The positive 
samples will be used for gene sequencing amidst the concern caused by the Omicron variant.6 

 
2 THT Online 
3 The Kathmandu Post 
4 Nayapatrika 
5 Ratopati 
6 Baahrakhari 
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A South African doctor who raised the alarm over Omicron said on November 28 dozens of her patients suspected of having 

the new variant had only shown mild symptoms and recovered fully without hospitalization. Angelique Coetzee, Chair of the 

South African Medical Association, said she had been around 30 patients over the past 10 days who tested positive for 

COVID-19 but had unfamiliar symptoms. “What brought them to the surgery was this extreme tiredness,” she said. This was 

unusual for younger patients. Most were men aged under 40. Just under half were vaccinated. They also had mild muscle 

aches, a scratchy throat and dry cough, she said. Only a few had a slightly high temperature. Coetzee alerted health officials of 

a “clinical picture that doesn’t fit Delta” on November 18. She said South African scientists had by then already picked up on 

the variant, which they announced on November 25.7 

It has been said the Omicron variant of coronavirus has the ability to cause more re-infections as compared to the other 

variants of concern. The spike gene of this variant has also undergone many changes which could be the reason the efficacy 

of the current vaccines against COVID-19 might not be as effective in case of the Omicron variant. Similar estimation was done 

in case of the Delta variant, but the vaccine had saved many from becoming critically ill or dying. In the case of South Africa, 

there are fewer people who have taken complete dose of the COVID-19 vaccine — the rapid spread of infection and the 

infected patients being critically-ill could be due to this reason too. The efficacy of the current vaccines can be questioned only 

if the Omicron variant brings on critical situations in the countries that have administered complete dose of the vaccine, 

according to Dr Sher Bahadur Pun of Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital.8 

Dr Rajesh Sambhajirao Pandav, Representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) Nepal, has said studies are being 

done on whether the Omicron variant, recently discovered in South Africa, is highly infectious or not. He informed that the 

WHO is studying this variant in the countries where it has been found. The official statement will be made only after the WHO 

and technical team complete their studies and investigations, he said.9  

The World Health Organization (WHO) has appealed to its member nations for necessary preparations keeping in mind the risk 

of the Omicron that has the possibility to spread across the world. It has also said people in high-risk categories should be 

 
7 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
8 Setopati 
9 Onlinekhabar / Setopati 
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administered the COVID-19 vaccine.  In its technical briefing about the new variant on November 29, it observed the new 

variant poses very high risk globally.10 

In view of the surge in COVID-19 cases elsewhere and detection of a new variant of concern Omicron, the World Health 

Organization has appealed to countries in South-East Asia Region to scale up surveillance, strengthen public health and social 

measures, and enhance vaccination coverage.11 

While many countries of Europe and Americas are scrambling to deal with the challenges posed by the new variant of the 

COVID-19 known as Omicron, the government of Nepal does not appear to be fully prepared to deal with the challenge, least 

of all vaccinate all of its citizens quickly. To add to the obvious lack of clarity on the vaccination policy, a tussle of sorts has 

broken out between the political leadership and the bureaucracy on the critical issue of stockpiling vaccines to deal with the 

emerging health crisis.12  

The authorities concerned of Nepal are on high alert with the detection of the new variant Omicron in South Africa, according to 

Dr Hemanta Chandra Ojha, Senior Medical Superintendent of the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division. From the Nepal 

government to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Health and Population along with the Ministry of Tourism and Civil 

Aviation have come forward for this, he said. The authorities concerned need to be more cautious and take steps to prevent 

the step of infection also because the COVID-19 vaccine is not available to all citizens yet, he said.13 

The Israeli government has put a clause for Nepalis going to Israel to work as caregivers — they must have taken the third 

dose of COVID-19 vaccine. If six months have passed since taking of the first and second doses of the vaccine, those going to 

Israel must take the third dose of vaccine too, as per the clause, informed Kamal Gyawali, Director and Information Officer of 

the Department of Foreign Employment.14  

 
10 Onlinekhabar 
11 The Himalayan Times 
12 The Himalayan Times 
13 Annapurna Post 
14 Setopati 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

A study done to understand the impact of COVID-19 on women from different communities has shown that the COVID-19 has 
increased gender inequality. Women did not get sufficient health services during the time of the pandemic and there was an 
impact on their mental health too, the study has shown.15 

International News  

The Netherlands confirmed 13 cases of the new Omicron variant of the coronavirus and Australia found two on November 28 
as the countries half a world apart became the latest to detect it in travelers arriving from South Africa.16 

Japan has banned the entry of all foreign nationals with the spread of the Omicron variant in different countries. The step has 
been taken as preparedness against the worst-case scenario that might be seen in Japan due to the new variant, as per 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.17 

Australia has introduced stringent measures for those entering the country after the Omicron variant was confirmed in two 
passengers who had flown from South Africa to Sydney. It has introduced mandatory 14-day quarantine provisions for those 
arriving there from high-risk countries. It has also banned flights from nine African countries.18 

China could face more than 630,000 COVID-19 infections a days if it dropped its zero-tolerance policies by lifting travel curbs, 
according to a study by Peking University mathematicians. In the report published in China CDC Weekly by the Chinese 

 
15 Annapurna Post 
16 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
17 Onlinekhabar 
18 Setopati 
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Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the mathematicians said China could not afford to lift travel restrictions without 
more efficient vaccinations or specific treatments. China’s daily new cases would reach at least 637,155 if it adopted the United 
States’ pandemic strategy, the report said.19  

Singapore and Malaysia have reopened their land borders amid the concern over the Omicron variant. The border, shut down 
for nearly two years, has now been reopened with a provision to allow vaccinated people cross-border travel.20 

Six Sri Lanka women cricketers who took part in a World Cup qualifying tournament in Zimbabwe have tested positive for 
COVID-19, the country’s cricket board said on November 28.21  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

19 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
20 Baahrakhari 
21 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV30MM_079  
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